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ABSTRACT

It is important for one to know the how India aagdi her independence from the British ending tHental rule.
Similarly, it is imperative to know of the contrition of women who fought equal to men during treeffom struggle out
of which, the present India enjoys the fruit of épéndence. This essay provides the reader notasmbssence of the
eminent women who fought for the independence eftbedom for India, but also, in a different pextpre, how women
were seen in the yester-years and why with pohtisgchological explanation. Politico-psychologiedplanations by
Aristotle and Sigmund Freud are used in this essgyovide an extended view of the women’s rolénitkependence as
opposed to the generically perceived householdpialged by the fairer sex.
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INTRODUCTION

This essay aims to define ‘politics’ and introdube reader about politics in India and women’s ipgation in
politics in India. Further, the essay shall discilsscope of both ‘politics’ singularly and womemd ‘politics’ combined

with a specific geographic focus on India.
Defining Politics
‘Man is by nature a political animal’
‘Politics is not a science but an art’ ChancellisrBarck is reputed to have told the German Reighsta

The word ‘politics’ is derived from ‘polis’ meaningerally ‘city-state’. Politics can be understotmrefer to the
state of affairs of the polis — ‘in effect, whathcerns the polis’ According to the Greeks the paepof politics is to enable
men to live together in a community and also talleahigh more life. Politics aims to foster a seof@doption and

follows certain ethical goals leading to spiritaainment of self-realization.

Politics according to the Greeks are believed wdysabout the humans individually, societally atsbabout the

society as a state and how it provides to itseitiz
Aristotle about Women

Aristotle in his book talks about the subject ofisehold rule, and takes up the question of thequriggms of
rule over women and children. As with the mastaule over the slave, and humanity’s rule over gamd other animals,
Aristotle defines these kinds of rules in termsafural hierarchies:-

“The male, unless constituted in some respect apnto nature, is by nature more expert at leathag the elder

and complete than the younger and incomplete”.téttis has concluded in tune with his time, that #emen are by
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nature inferior to men and this view is being reflfs being faulty in biology. It is also considktkat Aristotle had a
wrong belief where his belief about procreationyosdiw men playing a vital and dominant role withittsemen which

forms the foetus and those women playing a morsiyasole in the process.

He is also said to have believed that women are teave than men for whom he used dubious or dodgy
examples of animals, squids in this case. He addeued that whilst marriages are to provide suppod peaceful
co-existence in society, men should be the ones edudd make the decisions. Although Aristotle hasl ¢twn faulty
beliefs about the gender roles and the dominaraerésults thereof he is also said to have beligkaticommunal or

societal harmony could only exist and prevail wketthere is contribution from both the men andwoenen.
Psychology and Politics

Aristotle discusses the sexes and their naturathmdggical differences in his work Politics. He beg his
discussion with a problem about moral virtue inedunal slave. Does a slave have any virtue beditsof a mere
instrument? Does he require temperance, or coucagay other such habit? But he also asks abootemoand children.
Does a woman need to be temperate or courageouifoB® who rule by nature and those whom theyhale the same

virtues? More specifically, do males and femaleshthe same natural virtues?

Aristotle resolves the problem about the virtue.dfgues that both those who rule and those whouded have
virtue, but that they have virtue that is differeftheir virtue differs because those ruled diffée. explains with an analogy
to the soul and its parts. His analogy implies gmheone who is a natural ruler has the virtudefrational part, and that
someone who is naturally ruled has only the vidfiéhe irrational part. The implication is importaas that a male has a

deliberative faculty which is mature and has sagettg, and that a female has a faculty which isurebut not sovereign.

Aristotle then offers his resolution for the prablebout moral justice. He concludes that those wie and
those who are rules have different moral virtueesm&one who rules especially require complete mordle,
but someone who is ruled does not. Thus anyone nies has both intellectual and moral virtue, buneone who is

ruled has only moral virtue.
Political Freudianism

The use of the theory of the unconscious to unadedspolitics — first appeared in late nineteenthiwe Europe.
The context was the waning of classical liberalsnd the emergence of mass society. Contrarilyti€aliFreudianism
was very much aligned to the left. Although the coon people were not directly rejected there wasetmw a
psychological contract that instigated them intophplist, fascist and xenophobic” directions. Inificé, Freud's theory is
to be provided a closer attention. Whilst on onedhBreudian theory promoted the patriarchic systethre importance of
father — the theory also provides significance b ttonnection that exists between each individmalsaciety.
What Aristotle also identifies is that in a massaarowd, individuals irrespective of their gendemts to emphasize their
ego. It is further believed that such an emphasay e only shared with a leader or a person whddcgain the

favouritism of that individual in the common sogiet

This being a point of departure, Political Freudan took off to merge with many new arenas. Formea,
Jacques Lacan reads Freud’s theory as a combiraitideology and the discourses of the ideologycdbed. Lacan also
notes that the feminist and gay liberation movemevere also included in his interpretation of Ffeuteory. He says

that whilst women were made to exclusively bond petween each other, his interpretation of Fretlte®ry helped him
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to understand that feminists paved way for a bregkiway of the traditional merging between women.
Politics in India

The women elites of Orissa changed their stratédganlership after India achieved its Independehtzest of the
women elites (old elites) chose to abstain frorediparticipation in electoral politics and gaveywa the ‘new elite’ to
take up this new role. The pattern of poor repriedEm of women of India in the Lok Sabha has bespeated in Orissa.
In 1952, Orissa sent 16 members to the Lok Sabhi962, this number increased to 20, and since,107gsa has been

sending 21 members to the Lok Sabha.

Till 1962 (Third General Election), no woman fromi€3a contested in the Lok Sabha elections. Fofirtstetime
in 1967 Lok Sabha election, there was one womadidate, Ms. Sailabala Patnaik who contested inddgety, though
she lost the election. Women pioneers in all thenrpeofessions, were led by the noble motivatingtdes, and the idea
has been “service for women by women”. An interegstihing about the emergence of these pioneeriafpgsionals is
that they had to create a language professionatifint, became an acceptable channel of develogménhousands of
women. Witness the transformation of Florence Nigj#tle from the poetic image of the ‘Lady of therig#, in the Creme
an War into the driving fury of her middle-yeardan the spearhead of a professional nursing moremeeace, that has

made a profession of world-standing.

Taking examples from among Indian pioneers the togpto the emancipation of women in Maharastra girsn
by Maharishi D. Karve, probably the first Hindu rmarry a child widow. With his wife he opened a hotoeencourage
child-widows to be educated and remarried. Dr.8dadder of Vellore fame, was inspired early tormgéor medicine when
she saw two young women dying within 24 hours afeather, merely because the family would not peenjualified
medical man to attend on them. Bombay, Calcutta Madras Universities opened their doors to womeannfiedical

education. In law, Corenelia Sorabji turned-up ivirgoil as the first Indian woman barrister.

The participation of women in Indian politics camtoaced in many ways. The freedom struggle indiglione of
the few liberation movements in the world, whiclingssed a vast participation by women. The extattjre and method
of this participation broadly followed the pattarhthe evolution and growth of the Indian nationavement as a whole.
Sixty years of the movement witnessed the beginaimg) gradual growth of women’s participation. Theses formal,
direct and visible participation of women in vargoactivities like singing, writing, partaking inqiests, processions,
going to jail, etc., and in the more peaceful forBatyagraha and non-violent non-cooperation. Marvi®emen even
took-up training in gun carrying. And there wasiaformal process of participation such as lendingport and backing

up with various activities, which have not alwaygeh singled-out.

The presence and contribution of the women, howevere recognized by the leaders, particularlyrtuthe era
of Gandhi’s leadership. At the same time, the atxsesf a separate women’s selection in the movemmeaint that the
various organizations pursuing the interests of woinad to act on their own; they also served asspre groups both on
the British rule and on Indian National Movementay women served in both, establishing a link betwthe two.
By the beginning of the twentieth century, many veora organizations working specifically on womeaigjanizations
working specifically on women’s issues were borrorifén’s education, health, training colleges for wapconstruction
of homes for widows, scholarships medical collegied short maternity courses for women, etc., wensesof the issues

women’s organizations were concerned about Theyralsognized quickly that the emancipation was tineably linked
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to the political freedom of the nation. The variarganizations, dealing with the multifarious pmats and activities of
women, had to be brought together and amalgamiétedmen’s questions had to be highlighted andrteeiancipation
achieved. It was with this in view that the All ia® Women’'s Conference was created in October 1826y women

believed that their rights and issues could natdmired in isolation from nationalist struggle.
CONCLUSIONS

Women political aspirants are still captives unither veil of patriarchy even in the domain of res¢ion. Most of
the time the male members dominate the electiorpa@n, etc., because of some restrictions beirditivaally imposed
on women to go outside home during night and fdreptreasons. On the contrary, the elected reprsess of
Assam — the women — are active participants indlleetion. This is new to the patriarchic world ditihg women
empowerment. However, it is depressive that a langgority participates without any homework andaasesult they

mostly become backbenchers, without meaningfui@pation.

By examining the role performance, political pap#tion, nature of emerging women leadership, secimnomic
background features of women and their family membperceptions of male representatives and thié soeiety on
women leadership we find that though women arefuibt successful in playing their role as developnparticipants,

their participation.
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